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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are to examine the potential of Eco-Tourism Trail Project
Development in Xieng Maen and Chane Neua communities, located in Mueang Chom Phet,
Luang Prabang Province, Lao P.D.R., to study the participation of Eco-Tourism Trail Project
Development in Xieng Maen and Chane Neua communitiés, and to investigate the pattern of Eco-
Tourism Trail Project Development in Mueang Chom Phet, Luang Prabang Province. The
methods of this research are documentary research and field research which researcher
interviewed the key informants, consisted of local people, members of government organization,
and the tourism companies in the study arca. In addition, the participatory observation by
surveying the target ecotourism trail was used in this research in order to investigate the potential
and participation of local communit.ies in the study area.

The study on the potential of Eco-Tourism Trail Project Development in Xieng Maen
and Chane Neua Communities, using the technique of potential evaluation methods aimed to
evaluate the potential communities for ecoturism development. The result of the study revealed
that Xieng Maen community is at high potential level to develop the ecotourism trail while Chane
Neua community is at an average level. It is found that the potential areas especially attraction
areas in Xieng Maen community are more captivate to the tourists than the other, Additionally,

the accessibility to Xieng Maen community is easier than Chane Neua community. Despite these,



two targeted communities need more development in the infrastructures for the better quality of
life to serve the contiguous tourism.

The study on participation of Xieng Maen and Chane Neua communities to develop
ecotourism trail revealed that Xieng Maen and Chane Neua people need to participate in the
ecotourism trail development in identical level. It is found that both communities with average
participation level required to participate in operation and beneficiary mode than Strategy and
investment mode. Besides, the expectation in profit, which communities could take advantage
from this ecotourism trail project, it was discovered that Xieng Maen and Chane Neua

communities were in the same expectation level, however, Chane Neua community concerned

with high anxicty level in the consequence, which may occur after the development of ecotourism _
trail in Mueang Chom Phet, than Xieng Maen community.

Finally, the study result on the pattern of Eco-Tourism Trail Project Development in
Mucang Chom Phet, Luang Prabang Province, indicated that only one single pattern which
emphasizes on how to construct the tourism market. This pattern concerns tourist tequirement as
the most significance, as a sequence, the tourism1 companies have to serve all tourist needs.
Therefore, the eco-tourism principle was overlooked by this tourism management pattern because
the communities and the officials, who are in charge in the trail project, are unready to run their

own trail.



