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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Management of Conflict Between the State and People: A Case of
Pak Mun Dam” is undertaken with three objectives. It is designed (1) to study causes of the
conflict between the state and people regarding Pak Mun Dam, (2) to investigate the management
of such conflict, and (3) to consider other means to management of the conflict between the two
sides.

The study is conducted through analysis of two sources of data, that is, the primary
source such as field survey and interview held with related peoplé, and the secondary source, e.g.,
documents, printed matters, and data from the “Internet.”

Results of the study revealed that the conflict between the state and people arose from
four main factors. They are ascfibed to the concept and logic in development, “The minority have
to sacrifice for the majority”, to the weakness of bureaucratic system and state strategy, to the
lack of villagers® participation, and to the interference of non-governmental organizations

(NGOs).

Among the above-mentioned causes, the first three of the study findings derived from the

" sampling units of academicians, Pak Mun villager front, and consultants of the Assembly of the

Poor (AOP). Its results are different from the hypothesis as stated in the study. But the fourth

cause points to the sampling group of the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT),




Pak Mun Dam supporting villagers front, and the government officials involved. However, the
above-mentioned samplings have, to some extent, been in accordance with the hypothesis.

Regarding the management of the conflict between the state and people, the study
findings revealed that the state tried to solve the problem with policy of “discrimination and
administration” through various tactics. For instance, the state resorted to take on the following
tactics: (1) mass media, 2) mob dispersing, 3) force of law, 4) force of government officers, 5)
underground threats, and 6) local government officials strategic manipulation. Under such
discrimination and administration strategy, the top-ranking administrators had tried the following
means to manage such conflict: (1) making a fault charge against the Pak Mun villagers and (2)
dispersing the public gathering. While the Pak Mun villagers managed the conflict in two ways:
(1) making an alliance or front with, and (2) protesting and submitting ultimatum. In this case
the findings are not different from the hypothesis as stated earlier.

Besides, in managing the conflict between the state and people the academician, the Pak
Mun villager front, and the consultant of the Assembly of the Poor recommended the government
authority to review the concept and logic of development, “The minority have to sacrifice for the
majority”. In addition, viilagers’ participation should by emphasized. This sampling group
seemed to agree with the hypothesis to some extent. And the sampling group of the Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), the Pak Mun Dam supporting villagers front and the
involving government agency did not want any external involvement, like the NGOs, the
academicians, or government officials, except for the villagers. Yet, it is suggested that the
conflict has to be managed by the villagers themselves; and the hypothesis is partially recognized.

Owing to this study, it is expected that Thai societies will know more about causes of the
problem and understand better the conflict between the state and people, based on the actual facts
of the two sides, especially organizations concerned with management of the conflict in Pak Mun
Dam. Some of the study findings can be used for managing the conflict in the future without any

sort of violence between the two sides.





