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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the attitude of state officials towards the
role of the community in managing the forest, 2) the attitude of the state and the community in
managing the forest, 3) guideline for cooperation between the state community towards the role
of the state in managing the forest, and 4) the form of cooperation between the state and the
community in managing the forest.

An in-depth interview method was used to collect qualitative data from 18 concerned
people. Moreover, a closed-ended questionnaire was used to collect quantitative data from 86
people.

The findings were:

The state officials believed that the forest management by the people was ineffective
because people lacked the necessary knowledge and understanding, due to their low level of
education. Likewise, the community believed that the forest management by the state was also
ineffective, lacking continuity in maintaining and patrolling the area, and lacking participation
from the community.

The best way to manage the forest was to establish cooperation between the state and the
community on the basis of mutual recognition. The community should take care of the forest by
reporting their operation to the state officials. In turn, the state officials should provide facilities
and support to the people in the operation. This way, the conflict between the state and the

community in managing the forest would be reduced.
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