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Abstract

This research has two major objectives: 1) to analyze the status and evolution of the
Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, 2) to analyze the role of the Chamber on public policy
regarding economic and social development, and 3) to analyze the relationship between the
Chamber and civil servants and politicians in the group of The Chiang Mai Joint Public-Private
Consultative Committee. (JPPCC.) Data were gathered from secondary sources, documents and
by field survey through structured interviews. The interviewees consisted of nine different sub-
groups. The first group comprised of the Chamber committee, members, ex-presidents and staff.
The second was made up of civil servants groups in JPPCC in Chiang Mai. The third group
involved politicians in Chiang Mai. The final group included academics, mass media and
business people. The total number of interviewees was forty-eight. The frameworks used in this
study were interest group, public policies and corporatism concepts.

Based on the research results it was found that:

1) Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce has the status as an interest group. It developed
from a group of local traders who had a similar objective: to use the Chamber to protect their
benefit and the benefit of local communities. In the beginning the group was encouraged by the
government to formally establish itself as a legal entity on August 24" 1977 following the law of
the Chamber of Commerce B.E. 2509 (1966). The Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce regulation

was established to be used as a framework for administration. Administration was implemented



through a committee in which members were selected from Chamber members. For running
activities, members, the committee and its staff, as well as governmental agencies, politicians and
non-government organizations both national and international have strongly supported the
Chamber.

2) Since its establishment, the Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce has had a major role in
giving varied services to its members, including giving advice and promoting trades, investment,
economic knowledge, collaboration with government sectors, as well as seeking international
cooperations.

Its role in advocating public policies, however, is not as dominant as the major role
especially when compared to that of similar business organizations in other countries, in Europe
in particular. The role in public policy advocation mostly involves formulating policies for Chiang
Mai ’s JPPCC or Chiang Mai politicians to the central government rather than doing this directly
by itself. This is because some members are aware of the Law of Chamber of Commerce, 1966,
Article 30, which does not allow the organization to deal with politics. This is also due to the fact
that advocating public policy through the JPPCC is profitable.

3) The nature of the relationships between the Chamber and civil servant groups in the
JPPCC including politician groups in Chiang Mai are as follows:

3.1) Since the Chamber represents the private sectors and the civil servant groups
represent in the Chiang Mai ’s JPPCC, this situation creates the relationship between the two
parties, both formal and informal which benefits the operation of the Chamber.

3.2) In a similar way, the Chamber implemented its work through politician channels
both at the local and national levels. As a consequence both formal and informal relationships
were established between the two parties. Led to cooperation and to meet the needs of the

Chamber.
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