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Abstract

The purposes of this study are 1) to study religious freedom of Laos
Protestant Christians between 1975 — 2000 by considering the basic principles of
the human rights regarding religious freedom according to “The Declaration on
the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief: 1981” by the United Nations; 2) to examine religious, freedom
of Laos Frotestant Christians in the contexts of Laos’ geography: ard pdpufation,
history, politics, economy, social, and ¢ulture as well-as the efficts fro:n citside
factors by using various human rights thoughts to undetstana the nurvan tignts
problems in Laos . F

The finding of this study points out that, between 1975 — 2000, ‘religious
freedom of Laos Protestant Christians was limited in many ways. For examples,
the prohibition of worshipping, propagating, and connecting with international
organizations, the detainment of Protestant Christians, the closing of churches,
and the enforcement of renouncing Christian faith. The intensity of these
limitations was varied in different locations and periods of times depending on the
strictness of local government officers, the surroundings, and the national policy
in any periods of times.

However, there 1s some religious freedom under the standard of a socialist
country. For examples, worshipping in church, establishing social organizations,
producing and using religious materials, producing and distributing printed
matters, teaching religion, soliciting and receiving contributions, training and
appointing leaders, observing days of rest and celebrating holidays, and
communicating with individuals and communities at the national and international
levels

The analysis reveals that the contexts of geography and population,
history, politics, economy, social, and culture can confer -or limit religious
freedom in Laos. The factors that support religious freedom are the recognition of
rights and freedom of people in the 1991 Constitution, the changing of
econorical policies in 1986, and the need of economical support from other
countries. The factors that limit religious freedom are the dispersion of Christian
commmunitics, the hardship in transportation and communication, the history of
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invasion from foreign countries, the encounter between American colonial and the
Laos Nation Movement, the religious propaganda among Hmong, socialist
policies and the human rights concept of Laos government, the suspicion of Laos
government towards political intervention, the variety of ethnic groups and
cultures, and the faith in Buddhism of the Laos. Moreover, Laos government has
a vision of the human rights in the resistant way of Marxist and
Communitarianist; therefore, Laos’ standard of the human rights is different from

that of the West.




