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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research were: 1) To study factors
affecting the solidarity of the Thai Rak Thai Party 2) To study the effects of the Thai
Rak Thai Party’s solidarity on the Thai political system 3) To study the development
of Thai political parties.

Data were drawn from interviews with three groups of population under
study. The first group was consisted of 4 members of the administrative committee
and 6 members of the Thai Rak Thai Party. The second group was 5 members of the
Democratic Party as the opposition party. The third group was 4 academics.

The findings were:

The conflict of interests and the lack of power of Thaksin Shinawatra were
the main reasons for factionalism of the Thai Rak Thai Party. The use of money and
the use of patronage relationship caused Thaksin Shinawatra to seek compromise and
become under influence of faction leaders. This situation affected the party’s
solidarity and the government stability. However, faction influences could have been
reduced if Thaksin’s leadership was allowed to develop. Therefore, the solidarity of
the Thai Rak Thai Party depended largely upon the even allocation of resources
among factions and the development of strong leadership of Thaksin Shinawatra.



