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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the background of the incident,
which occurred in the capturing of the Customs Office of Wang Tao, 2) to investigate the
effects against .the relatiohship existing between Thai and Laos, 3) to observe the
perception as well as the reactions of the population of Thailand and Laos after the
incident has occurred, and 4) to explore the co-operation between Thai and Lao
governments aimed at the dissolution of the conflicts existing after the incident, by
evaluations, research and interviews to be made. Regarding qualified personalities
relating to the incident of capturing the mentioned Customs Office, a total of 26 persons
both the personalities of Thai and Laos have been interviewed. The consideration for the
study of the incident has been framed under the scope of the approach of terrorist
activities, the extradition, the perceptions and linkage political theories involved are to be
applied within the frame of study.

The results show that the incident of capturing the Customs Office at Wang Tao on
July 3" of B.E. 2543 was a terrorist activity made by the group of anti — Laotian
Government. This terrorist group is under the leadership of Tao Sreesuk Chaisang, an
acting as the leader. The members of this group, both Thais and Laotians have the main
motivation of poverty, and relations to iineage. The aim of this operation was to induce the
interest of international communities to the local politics in Laos. However, this operation
failed when the Laotian GoVernhent‘s military operation was made against this group.

There was an immediate fatality of 6 terrorists, while another 28 fled over the Thai border
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and were arrested by the Thai authority. The culprits were under the confinement area at
Chong Mek border, at the opposite side of Laotian border of Wang Tao. These incidents
were truly a critical conflict and divis‘ion between Thai — Laos relationship, causing the
suspicion and distrust that the Laos feel against all Thais. In addition, after the Thai
Government was unable to send the culprits to the Laotian Government as had been
requested, it suggested to the Laotian people that the Thais were supporting this group
“The Bad persons” to act against their peaceful country. The mentioned suspicions have
also effected and reduced trading reliability; traditionally the Laotians entrusted to Thais.

The incident has also destroyed the good atmosphere, which traditionally existed
for co-operation between Thai — Laos to solve the conflict still existing from the past, the
boundary demarcation. The problem of boundary demarcation has given Thailand great
disadvantages under the treaty made with France and aiso disadvantages of the Laotian
immigration since the Communist Party has governed Laos. The Thai Government has
such burdensome Iiébilities to the Laotian refugees. Furthermore, the arguments of the
media of the two countries has put salt on the wounds and has greatly damaged the credit
of both countries at the worst level in the history of the relationship of the two countries.
It is certain that the criticism and propagation of the media for the different political
systems and the different socialization of soothing have made the beople have different
perceptions about the incident between the Thais and Laos. While the Thais have
classified the incident as one of the political confiicts in Laos and a terrorist act against the
Léotian' Government, the Laotian people believe that the incident was just an act of
plundering carried out by the common culprits.

At all times in the past, the Laotian Government has tried in vain to send the
culprits under extradition for trial and punishment in Laos without any conditions and to
prove of sincerity of the Thais to the Laotian people. Under the Participate Agreement of
“Kaisorn — Kriengsak 2522", they agreed on the principle that both countries shall not let
their territories to be used for any terrorist acts against each other. The Thai Government,
in contradiction, strictly restrained to the principle of its justice process in prior of
consideration for the requested'extradition. The different applications made the two

countries have different point of views and the conflicts are unlikely to be dissolved.



