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Abstract

The study entitled “The Spread of Narcotics in Secondary Schools in Chiang
Mai Province” is designed 1) to know factors conducive to rapid spread of narcotics in schools
and 2) to study problerﬁs and narcotics prevention in schools, The study is conducted among the
teachers who are teaching at public and private secondary schools in Chiang Mai and the students
who are attending public and private secondary schools in Chiang Mai. Additionally, structured
interview is held with the narcotic suppression police in Chiang Mai, who have got experiences in
such duty performance for at least ten years. In view of environmental factors attracting students
to drugs addiction, the researcher determines the conceptual framework for studying general
environment with emphasis on family issues and students’ companions.

School location, value, and imitation, including other causation factors are
mostly ascribed to friend recognition, juvenile eagerness to experience, spiritual depress, and
ability to earn more money for spending.

For this study, data are collected from 60 sampling teachers who are teaching at
the public secondary schools and at the private secondary schools in Chiang Mai. Out of 60
samplings, 53 have been returned. In addition, the data are also collected from 190 sampling

students who are attending the public secondary schools and the private secondary schools in




Chiang Mai. Out of 190 samplings, 165 have been returned. Besides, 20 samplings from the

Chiang Mai narcotic-suppression police are also included.

D

2)

3)

Results of the study are summarized as follows:
Environmental factors conducive to tempting students to drugs are:
- Broken family
- Lack of family affection
- Association with friends who get involved in drugs use
- School location having a den where students can get involved in drugs use, such
as toilet, water closet, etc.
- Students’ value in going out to nightclubs or bars where the youths are engaged
in drug use
Effective way to narcotic spread prevention in schools seems to depend on
cooperation of teachers, schools, students, parents, organizations, etc.
As regards coordination of government officials who have knowledge and are able to
give a talk on narcetics, it is found that the school, where such a talk is provided, has
a higher rate of drug-addicted students than the school that has never organized such
a program. In brief, if the lecturer is not competent or specialized in narcotics, or
does not pay much attention to such a lecture course, it will contrarily tempt students
to try drugs. This is because children of this age are naturally fond of trying new
things. On the other hand, it might be due to the fact that after the lecture had been
given, the organizer did not make a follow-up and assessment of its consequences.
Thus the organizing school still has a higher rate of drug-addicted students than the

one that has never done this,




