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Abstract

The study aimed to compare the population policies, especially family
planning and fertility policies, and also the policy implementation of Thailand and the
Lao PDR, and to explore the factors that affect the formulation of the family planning
policy and the descent in the fertility rate of Thai and Laos citizens.

The data used in this study was collected from two sources. Firstly, the
primary data were collected from in dépth interviews to definite targét groups, which
were govemnment officials and officials from international organizations and NGOs.
Meanwhile the secondary data were also obtained from documents and involving
researches. The refered documents and materials on Thai side were collected from the
studies in the period between 1875 - 1970 and data conceming the Lao PDR were
collected from the studies between 1986 - 2000. The analysis study can be devided
into two types : individual case study on each country and comparative analysis of
both countries, according to the historical analysis framework of Walt and Gilson, in
order to study thé relationship of the context of a country. We have to study the
connection of context, actor, and process which play roles on the creation process of

the policies.



The results of the research were as follows : The economic political and
social aspects as well as population stmcfures of Thailand and the Lao PDR were
compared and it was found that the above mentioned aspects in each respective
country were similar. From the economical point of view both Thailand and the Lao
PDR are newly industrial countries .in the aspect of society and culture, they also have
similar languages and traditions.

Conceming of the political aspect, even though the two countries have
different political systems, it was found that in practice their sYstems showed similarity,
tn that both were concentrated within one group of political leaders.

Moreover, the economic factors were the main determinant to formulate
national population policy in both Thailand and the Lao PDR. Besides this, the vision
of government leaders which based on the western thinking also plays an important
role in the creation and declaration of the national population polices. This has been
showed clearly in Thailand.

Although they had internal structures that closely resembled one another,
Thailand and Lao PDR had contrasting population policies. Thailand’ s population
policy focused on controlling the population growth rate, while Lao PDR policy
concentrated on maternal and child mortalist rates. According to the difference in
objectives, the population growth of Lao PDR stili maintain at a high levei.

In the analysis of the roles of the actors affecting the policy formulation
process, it was found that the govemment of both Thailand and the Lao PDR played a
key role in every step of this process, International organizations were the other groups
having a significant role. In contrast, non - govemmental organizations in Lao PDR had
a limited role in policy formulation due to closed nature of the social. Moreover the
population densit_y of the Lao PDR is also less énd a large amount of citizens were low
literacy rate. This barticular difference accounts for the greater success experienced in

Thailand regarding population policy.



The results of this research guided that the Lao PDR should focus more on

the importance of gender and minority status, which affect directly to the population

policy.



