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ABSTRACT

The objectives of “ An Analytical Study of the Process of Constructing Knowledge of
Tai Studies by Chinese Scholars from the 1930s-1990s ™ are : 1) to study the process of
constructing knowledge of Tai Studies made by Chinese scholars from the 1930s-1990s ; 2 ) to
analyze the political and social background in different periods, such as state power and
international relations, which exerted influence on T ai Stdies by Chinese scholars.

The author divides Tai Studies in China into 4 periods. The first period is from the 1930s
to 1949, the second period from 1950 to 1978, the third period from 1979 to the late- 1980s, and '
the fourth period the 1990s. This division is made in line with the corresponding political
changes. Researches in Tai Studies in the fifst period changed the views of Chinese scholars from
nationalism or Hun chauvinism to humanism, which was the starting point of the academic
researches on the Tai. The Chinese system of government was changed to the socialist system
after 1949. Tai Studies were reduced to the status of political tools. When China became obsessed
with political ideologies, the results of academic studies were affected and the academic value of

the researches became limited, Chinese scholars investigated Tai society for the sake of land



reforms, and made ethnic group classifications. But all these works were in the service of politics,
not for pure academic purposes.

When China opened the couniry and began to reform in 1979, Tat Studies were also
revitalized. Both new and old works were widely disseminated in society, especially the works on
history and social system, but theoretical thinking was still limited. Having become more and
more open and less restricted, Tai Studies took a new direction in the 1990s. The objective of
study changed from social system analyses to cultural studies, and a number of diversified works
have been published. At the same time, academic exchanges between Chinese, Thai and
international scholars have been carried out. The works of Chinese scholars began to spread in

Thailand. The exchanges and spread of research works should be implemented more widely.



