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ABSTRACT

There are 3 objectives in studying the expectation of the people in Chiang Mai
Municipality towards Thai political parties’s role. First is to investigate for the role of political
parties which the people really need. Second is to investigate whether or not the political role of
the existing political parties meet the expectation of the people. Third is to find the model and
ways to develop Thai political institution. In quantitative study , the 400 sample studied were
recruited from random sampling from the people who live within Chiang Mai Municipal area.
Questionnaires were used as study tool and statistical analysis was done after data collection.
Meanwhile, qualitative study was done through interviewing one representative each from
groups of educated people, personnel who work was in political field from both governmental and
non — governmental sectors and business people.

The result showed that of all five political roles, namely, 1) to educate and distribute -
the political knowledge to the people, 2) to behave as a n opposition, 3) to act as center for
gathering the people’s requests, 4) to screen for proper person to be in important political position
and to train political leader within the party, and 5) to be center for the people in order to show
their opinion and coordinate for the people’s benefit, the studied thought that political parties

could better act as an opposition than any other role. Also, the expected the political parties to



further act an opposition. The result also that the differences in political involvement of the
people affects the expectation of the people in political roles of political parties. Those who had
less political involvement expected the political parties to act as center for the people in order to
show their opinion and coordinate for the people’s benefit more than those who had moderate and
high political involvement.

From interviewing, the author aimed to study 1) the cause of weakness of Thai
political parties, 2) how to solve the problem of weakness of Thai political parties and 3)
expectation of political parties and forms of political parties in the future. It was found that
deficiency of educational system was the main cause of political weakness for Thai political
parties. Other cause were ineffective and insufficient political party investigating system,
deficiency in screening system for selection of political members of political parties and the
government’s policy which does not promote social gathering,

The suggestion for solving the problem due to weakness of Thai political parties are
1) educational and official system reform, 2) to have sufficient and independent political party
investigating system and 3) to promote social gathering idea. For expectation of the political
party and the future form of political party, most of interviewed Subjects thought that political
party should act as representative of each social classes, i.e. farmers party or labors party.
Besides, political leader should have their own vision.

However, there is still problem to be solve for Thai political parties. There is not
enough political support from. the people which is the important political base. Besides, it has
been considered that political party was originated by specific group of people who would seek
for benefit for themselves. So Thai political parties should reorganize the management and

member screening system of the party.



