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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to know political learning about Thai
governance 2) to gauge knowledge and understanding about Thai governance 3) to probe
participation in the political activities 4) to know factors affecting the patterns of political culture.
Samples in this study included 300 people who lived in Mae Chaem and Chaiprakan Districts,
Chiang Mai province and another 300 people who lived in Lansaka and Promkeeree Districts,
Nakhon Si Thammarat province. Data were gathered by using questionnaires and analyzed by
using statistical techniques.

The study found that :

1. Concerning political lcarning about Thai governance

1.1 Rural people in the South had more channels in receiving political
information than those in the North, especially from neighbors and party

workers.



1.2 Rural people in the North and the South had different methods in receiving
political information. Rural people in the North received political information
from wired village broadcast and talking with religious leaders while rural
people in the South received political information from watching television
and talking with neighbors.

2. Concerning attitudes towards the polity, rural people in the North were more
positive than those in the South.

3. Concerning the knowledge and understanding about Thai governance it was found
that rural people in the South were more thorough than those in the South.

4. Regarding the particii)ation in the political activities, it was found that both rural

people in the North and the South were not different.



