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Abstract

The objectives of the study "Attitudes of Buddhist Monks in Chiang
Mai Province Towards the Monastic Administrative Power Structure According to
the Sangha Act of 2505 B.E." were: 1} to study whether the monastic
administrative power structure in the monastery relevant to the Sangha Act B.E.
2505; 2) to survey attitudes of Buddhist monks towards the administrative power
structure according to the Sangha Act B.E. 2505 ; 3) to introduce the appropriate
form of monastic administrative power structure relevant to the aspects of social,
economic, and political change.

As for the research employs the quantitative research, the attitudes of
420 Buddhist monks in Chiang Mai province have been surveyed. Data collection

and analysis have been made by using the statistical method.



The study shows that the monastic administrative power structure in
the temple was in most situations in accordance with the Sangha Act B.E. 2505.
That is to say, the abbot remained the most powerful figure in the monastery. Some
monasteries has a committee with the abbot as the chairman, 1*ui1ning day to day
activities concerning monastic affair; taking carc of the monastic property;
determining administrative duties.
The result of the survey also shows that monks who knew about the
Sangha Act B.E. 2505 agreed that: the Sangha should employ the Dhamma and
Vinaya Buddhist Doctrine as the main principle to solve any pfoblcms or conflicts;
the cormﬁunity should be allowed to participate in monastic affafrs and decision
making the present monastic administrative Fower structure was not in tune with
the modern structure of ecoﬁomic, society, and politics, i.e., the abbot remains too
powerful. There should be decentralization of all administrative and political
process, as well as the promotion and removal of rank. The government should
provide aid and more funds to monasteries,
As for the stuciy about the relationship among the variables, the resulits
are as follows:
1) Age, rank, status and periods of monkhood were related to different
knowledge of the Sangha Act B.E. 2505,
2) Sect difference determined differences in interpretation of the
Sangha Act B.E. 2505.
3) Many factors such as the location of monasteries; sect; rank,
education and period of monkhood determined differences in

attitudes towards the monastic administrative structure,



