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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the role of Western NGOs
in assisting the Karen refugees along the Thai-Myanmar border 2) to know the
probilems and limitations of NGOs in carrying out their tasks 3) to know the impact of
the NGOs’ role upon the Thai-Myanmar relations 4) to know the coordination
between the NGOs and the Thai government. Data collection method involved in-depth
interview and probe. Population of the study were Thai government officials, NGQOs
personel, and leaders of the Karen refugees.

The findings were :

The NGOs’ assistance to the Karen refugees in terms of consumer and
medical supplies and education was mainly for humanitarian reason. Other reasons
such as political and religious or any hidden agenda were secondary. The NGOs’
activities were mainly relevant to the Thai government policy and under supervision
of Thai government agencies in the arca. However, some activities were irrelevant
due to the obscurity of the Thai government in controlling the NGOs,

Besides, it was found that the NGOs” role negatively affected the relations
between Thailand and Myanmar. This was because some of their activities interfered
with internal politics of Myanmar. Information were clandestinely sent back to their
own Western countries. And some reports which appeared in the Western press were
twisted. As a result, the Myanmar government might have believed that the Thai
government were conspiring with the Western NGOs in threathening its national
security.



