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Abstract

This research is a study of Social Context of Public Opposition to Waste-
Power Plant Project in Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai Province between the year
2537 anci 2539 Buddhist era, applying the concept that “protest” is a political strategy
of Relatively Powerless Groups. Low social status people are the under privilege
group who has no other resources to bargain with the government. As a result, Hang
Dong people use “Protest™ as a strategy the same as people in other social groups.
People must raise a reasonable and justifiable public issue using mass media
especially newspaper for press release to find other supporters. However, protesters
still need helps from the “third party”, who usnally has higher social status and higher
political influence, being their alliance to force the government to consider and accept
their request. Besides, it is found that the government reprisal to Hang Dong people
the same as to other public protesters is by lowering public pressure with various
government strategies. Hang Dong people showed firmly against opposition to the
construction of Waste-Power Plant Project that forced the government to cancel this
project, finding another appropriate and acceptable area. It shows that the role and
influence of non-government organization (NGO) becomes increasing. It has
restrained the power of the government system and the Thai politics to specify the

direction of public policy.



