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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were 1. to study the form of Thai-
Myanmar border -frade 2. to study the causes and the impacts of the closures of
Thai - Myanmar border pass on border trade and 3. to recommend and searéh
for ways to develop the cooperative relations with Myanmar in the future. ‘The
study was based o.n academic documents and interviews with 26 subjects who
were civil servanté, military personnel, Thai and Burmese businessmen. The
findings showed that the forms of border trade were illegal and legal trade. The
legal trade which concerned import and export would pass custom duty process
of the two countries. On the other contrary, the illegal trade did not pass the
custom duty process.

The causes of the closures .of border pass were mostly the orders of
Myanmar government. The main cause was political problems within Myanmar,
especially problems of minority and the dispute of the Mei River between Thailand and
Myanmar. The closures affected border trade business in that merchandises could
not be imported to and exported from Thailand.

For the ways to develop the border trade cooperation between Thailand



and Myanmar in the future, most interviewees suggested that the closures of
Thai government should find the ways to improve relationship with Myanmar.

The findings showed that although Myanmar government ordered the
border pass, the border trade could continue. This showed that the power of state

could not control Thai-Myanmar border trade.



