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Abstract

This independent study focused on the Problems of Thai-Myanmar : A Case Study of the
Construction of the Thailand-Myanmar Friendship Bridge with the objective of investigating the
extent to which the bridge, since it was first opened until the time of this study was conducted,
has been used to strengthen the various aspects of relations between Thailand and Myanmar
according to the views of the leaders in Tak Province. The study also includes the roles and the
operation of the government offices and the agencies and organizations of both the government
and the private sectors concerning the value and utilization of the bridge. It also aimed to find out

the problems, obstacles as well as suggestions for making long-term use of the bridge.



The study was based on interviews of leading people in Mae Sot District and those in

Tak Province and a survey of general information from news, articles, newspaper commentaries

and relevant journals, The information was analyzed according to theoretical concept of

interdependence in international relations
The findings were as follows:

1. The Thailand-Myanmar Bridge has not been fully used to benefit Myanmar conceming
strengthening relations , boosting commerce and tourism. This was due to Myanmar's having
administrative and commercial systems that were not up to unmiversal or international
standards. Also, since the construction of the bridge was initiated by Thailand, Myanmar did
not take much responsibility in terms of strengthening the relationship. It was expected,
however, that if the Thai government made an effort to promote the social and cultural
relations among the people of the two countries, the bridge would be beneficial for
transportation and developing tourism between Thailand and Myanmar as well as link Asian
countries together in the future.

2. As for the roles and operation of the government offices and relevant agencies and
organizations in both the government and private sectors concerning the usefulness of the
bridge, it was found that the private business groups played an important role in pushing for
the policy. In addition, the local politicians also cooperated in the construction of the
Friendship Bridge, while administrative officials, police and military personnel had the duty

to carry out the government policy concerning border security and assist the local people as
well as to cooperate with other organizations and agencies to solve the problems involving
Thailand-Myanmar relations related to the construction of the Thailand-Myanmar Friendship,
Bridge. Furthermore, local mass media took part in promoting the construction of and in
reflecting the various points of view about the advantages and disadvantages of the

construction of the Thailand-Myanmar Friendship Bridge.



Recommendations for solving the problems and obstacles related to making a good,
long-term use of the bridge were that the Thai government set up a clear policy on cthnic
minority groups along the Thai-Myanmar border and carry out the policy in concrete terms
and that the government, for economic reasons, should have a policy to promote social and
cultural ties among the people of the two countries in order to induce Myanmar to enter the
international society through being an ASEAN member. On the other hand, Thailand must
not get too involved in Myanmar's internal affairs except giving support to revive Myanmar's
economy to become strong by providing academic and technological assistance so that
Myanmar can undergo development and reduce its skepticism about Thailand. It is believed
that such strategies will further insure strong permanent relationships between Thailand and

L
Myanmar.





