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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study are 1) to study the roles of subdistrict and
village headman as ex officio administrative members of Tambon Administration Organization
towards budget preparation 2) to analyse the influence of these ex officic members in dominating
and persuading the process of budget preparation and 3) to compare the roles of ex officio
members of TAOs both in urban and rural areas in terms of their influence in the process of
budget preparation.

The study’s hypothesis are that : 1) these ex officic members have dominating and
persuading influence over other TAO’s members and 2) the ex officio members in rural areas
kave more influence than those in urban areas.

In the study, an opinion survey among people whose responsibilities and activities
are related directly to TAOs in Tambon Choeng Noen, Amphoe Maung and Tambon Chakapong,
Amphoe Klaeng, Changwat Rayong were conducted. Thirty-seven samples of Tambon Choeng
Noen and thirtecen samples of Tambon Chakapong were selected. Also, in-depth interviews of
chairman of tambon council, head of finance section, secretary of tambon council, assistant
district chief officer and development officer, 5 from each Tambon were implemented. In the

study, it was found that:



Most of the respondents are male, having an elementary education at the levels of
Pathom 1 to Pathom 6. They are mostly agriculturalists, hired employees, private businessman
public servants, local employees, with a2 mediurn level of knowledge and understanding in budget
preparation. The respondents from Tambon Chakapong have more knowledge and understanding
than Tambon Choeng Noen.

As far as the in-depth interviews are concerned, the respondents think that budget
allocation should give priority to infrastructure project. In Tambon Chakapong, some parts of the
budget were equally allocated to every village. TAQO’s members, both from election and from
ex officio have important roles in budget scrutiny and allocation. The respondents think that
existing laws and regulations at present are reasonable, 2 members of TAOs should be drawn
from each village as stipulated in the old regulation. The new draft regulation of Ministry of
Interior which stipulates that TAO’s members would be elected as a 15 man team is not
appropriate because some villages may not have their representatives to lock after their interests

in TAO’s council.



