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Abstract

The purpose of this research was 1} to study people’s attitude towards the
Kamnan and the Puyaiban as the ex officio members of Tambon Administrative
Organizations according to the Bill of Tambon Council and Tambon Administrative
Organizations B.E.2537 and 2) to study the level of knowledge and understanding of
the people in the democratic government at the local level.

Data in the study were drawn from 400 people in 11 Tambon of Sanpatong
district with the use of close-ended  questionnaire. Statistical techniques, used to
analyse the data, involved frequency, percentage, mean, ANOVA and Chi-square.

The findings showed that the respondents’ attitude was somewhat neutral
towards the Kamnan and the Puyaiban as the ex officio members of Tambon
Administrative Organizations. Infact, they still recognized the significance of Kamnan
and Puyaiban in the organization as to coordinate the organs under the old and the new
systems. But they disagreed with the ex officio positions.

Apart from that, the study also found that the respondents’ attitude differed
significantly according to their personal traits i.e., gender, age, occupation, Level of
education, and level of income.

With respect to the knowledge and understanding in the democratic
government at the local level, the respondents deemed it important to participate in
the election of their own representatives to administer the local government organ.
But they were not enthusiastic in the checking procedure of the local administrators.



