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Abstract

The prupose of this research was to study the behavior, the attitudes, the political
participation, the desirable qualities of the members of parliament according to the expection of
the people, and the acquisition of political information of the people in Thoeng district, Chiang
Rai province towards the General Elections of 1996. 244 samples were drawn from people in
Thoeng district.

The findings were :

1. People’s attitudes towards the general elections were quite positive.

2. Concerning the electoral behavior, people tended to consider persons rather than
political parties. However, the Democrat and the New Aspiration parties were most favorable.

3. With respect to the desirable qualities of the members of parliament according to
the expectation of the people, it could be priorited as follows: 1. honesty 2. level of education 3.
personal background 4. being native of Chiang Rai province 5. social status 6. having a large
circle of friends and 7. family disposition.

4. Regarding the political participation, people were respectively engaged in the
following activities: checking the list of eligible voters, voting, discussion about elections with

family members, soliciting friends to go to vote, and voting because of money or gifis.



5. Concerning the acquisition of potitical information from various types of media, it

was found that television was the most popular followed by newspaper, radio, and text books

respectively.



