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ABSTRACT

The focus of this independent study is to make a comparative study of
various districts in Amphoe Song, Prac Province on the issue of relationship between

State and civil society by using the incidents of Kang Soa Ten dam project, illegal
liquor distillers in Huey Mai district and forest conservation project in Huey Pom
district.

The objectives of the study are:

1. to study the relationships between State and civil society.

2. to make comparisons of characteristics of lcadership of local leaders.

3. to learn about factors which have effects on the roles of local leaders.

Qualitative research methodology is used in the gathering and analysing data
and information. In addition, the study conducts an indepth interviews of local leaders

who have involvements in the 3 incidents.

The study finds that the relationships in the incidents of Kang Soa Ten dam
project and of illegal liquor distillers creates anti State relationships. The only
difference is that the first incident is an objection fo State policy whereas in the second



incident, it is an violation of State policy. As for the third incident, it is a.cooperation
type of relationship.

Moreover, it is found that, in the first two incidents, the local leaders play
their roles in the capacity of being representatives of their communities, whereas in the
third incident, they play the role of being representatives of their communities and
State at the same time. In addition, other affecting factors have important impacts on
the role of the local leaders are: positive in local organization, levels of education and

levels of economic status.

The drawn conclusion of the study is that relationships between community
and State are not the same in every incident but are varied according to the nature of

each incident.



