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ABSTRACT

This quantitative research was conducted at King-Amphoe Mae-On, Changwat Chiang

The puposes of this studies are the following:

1, To study the power structures of the community elite.

2. To analyze why the community accept elite to mediate and settle their disputes.

3. To study the efficiency snd capability of the community elite in handling the
disputes.

4, To study the positive effects for society as a whole by using compromise to reach,
settle or eliminate disputes within the community. .

In the research, information were collected from 210 people, including.thirty :
community elite and twelve people who brought thier dispute cases to these community elite.

The findings showed. .

1. The power structures of the community are widely distributed. They are in the hands
of various groups in the community, but the power of the groups are centralized and in the hands

~ of a few people. The community accepts these people to be their elite.




2. The elite who have formal status are well accepted to be the mediators because they
have direct responsibility. For example, the village headman, village chief, the village inspector,
the assistant to the village chief and assistant to the village headman, etc.

3. The community elite who are local govesnment officers are more powerful and
capable of mediation the disputes than thos ordinary elite who have no official status.

4, It is advisable to have a special mediation committee to settle th disputes in the
village by selecting from among those who are accepted by the community, because the

effectiveness of the settlements depends on the acceptability of the elite to the communities.



