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Abstract

The objectives of the study on “Nature and Development of Local Political Groups of
Phayao Municipality during B.E. 2517-2538" are :

To learn about the genesis of local political groups; their elements and structures
including their existence and disintegration.

The study’s main hypothesys are:

firstly, the genesis of local political groups is based on desire for personal benefits,
personal relationship and patronage system.

secondly, members of local political groups tend to have correlated benefits but the
grouping is of loose type.

thirdly, development and grouping of local political groups depend on Thai patronage
system which bases on systematic allocation of benefits for its members.

Both field and documentary research are used in gathering the study’s data and
information. Those who are interviewed include : city mayor, deputy mayors, opposition leader,
members of municipality council, local administration officials including those who have retired

from the above mentioned positions.



The study finds that the genesis of local political groups originates from the grouping
of individuals who have close personal relationship and group leader who acts as organizer.
The group,s elements comprise of members of local pressure groups including members of
local investors who have connections with national level political parties. These local political
groups have “loose type” structure without organizational division or specialization.

However, the 3 Jeading local political groups differ among themselves in the following
aspects :

- the groups of Boondee and friends and Progressive Phayao have vested centralization
of decision making power on their respective leaders whereas the group of Vudthichai
Tukkabutra does not have this characteristic.

- on the issue of existence, the groups of Boondee and friends and Phayao progressive
maintain their power by using patron-clients structure which is typical

Thai social structure where inequality exists, whereas the group of Vudthichai
Yukkabutra, relationships are of equal basis while remaining personal relationships.

On the issue of performance in administering municipality works, all 3 groups have the
same level of working performance.

The study has 2 remarks which are :

firstly, conditions of group,s status and environments affect of group,s role and
performance, for example when a group is municipal administrators the other groups have to
play the roles of opposition.

secondaly, different timing in taking municipal administration affects the result of a
group’s performance. For example, the groups of Boondee and friends and Vudthichai
Tukkabutra administer municipal works at the time of economic stagnation but the group of

Phayao progressive takes the responsibilities at the time of economic prosperity.



