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ABSTRACT

Economic instability and tyranical military government

are the main causes of motivation of Myanmar illegal immigrants

who seek asylum, freedom and jobs in Thailand.

The number of

illegal immigrants from Myamnmar has

increased every year. The enter points can be any where along

the 2,532 kilometers of Thai-Myanmar border line which streches

from Chiang Rai province in the North to Ranong province in the

South.



These Myanmar illegal immigrants create various
problems to Thailand, the host country, such as depriving Jjobs
from Thai people, crime, etc. The Thai government has to find

quick solutions and measures to solve this problen.

This independent étudy is intended to learn about the
causes and the desires of Myanmar illegal immigrants which are
the "push" and the "pull" factors including impacts in various
aspects in order to find out why a large majority of Myanmar
illegal immigrants have decided to cross the border to Mae Hong

Son province.

Data and information are gathered by using personal
interviews of leaders of Myammar refugees, of Thai government

officials and of leading Thai business groups.

The study finds that:.

the main push factors are pbberty, economic instability
and the forced conscription of boys from age 13 to be soldiers
and labourers.

the main pull factors are safety in life and belongings
including a better quality of life.

Factors from both "push" and "pull" sides have impacts

on the process of decision making of Myanmar illegal immigrants.



The study’s recommendat.ions are:

the Thai government must find quick measures to prevent
illegal immigration from Myanmar. A special purpose unit of Thai
officials should be set up to deal directly with the problem with
stringency.

Thai govermment should consider to open more border
check points in addition to the ones which have already been open
such as check points at "Bann Nai Soy", "Nam Peang Din" and "Bann

Huey Pu" in Muang district, Mae Hong Son province.



