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Abstract,

This independent study is aimed at the learning of voting
behavior of residents in Meng Rai municipal district which is
believed to have impacts on the coming election of members of

municipal council on November 12, 1995.

Field research is the main research methodology, 297
respondents from Meng Rai municipal district are selected and
interviewed together with data from observation and from

interviews of municipal administrators.



The study indicates that:

1. the setting wup of communities has impacts on the
election.

2. people reckon that politicians are still practicing
vote buying.

3. previous assistance between community residents and
politicians is a decisive factor in casting votes.

4. deprivation of privileges of community residents is the
loophole which politicians can use patronage system to

build their political foundation.

The above summarized conclusions prove that the 3
correlating election theories, namely, Determinative Theory,
Consciously Rational Theory and Patron-Client Theory are true in

the following descriptive terms:

1. Determinative Theory concludes that voting behaviors
are determined by social factors of respective
personal background. Therefore, as a consequence of
the setting up of communities by Mr. Vorakorn
Tantranond, the voting trend of the coming election
is to elect the said person to another term of

appointment of municipal mayor.



2.-Consciously Rational Theory concludes that voting
behavior depends’ on rational and consciousness of
voters. In this respect, the interviewed samples think
that politicians are still practicing vote buyings which
impairs the image of clean election. |

3. Patron-Client Theory explains the nature of
relationships between patrons and clients. Reciprocal
assistance would induce people in the communities to
reelect. the Anantaphume group to the present municipal
administrative posts.
The study’s proposed recommendations are that. -
dissemination of knowledge on election should be carried
out in order to instill proper knowledge and
understanding to the eligible voters, especially at
the grass root level of politics such as the election of

members of municipal council.



