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Abstract

This study will present the following

1. The problems of the minority group in Shan State and
their impact on the relations between Thailand and Myanmar.

2. The Policy of Thai government towards Myanmar.

3. The role of organizations, governmental sectors and
persons, involving with the problems of minority group along the
border hetween Thailand and Myanmar.

4. The role of The United States of America concerning
the relations between Thailand and the government of Myanmar.

5. The solution of the problens of the wminority groups

along the border between Thailand and Myanmar.

The study will start from a hypothesis that the problem.
éuch as the military activities of the minority groups in Shan
State and the drug traffice along the border, do a great harm and

effect the diplomacy and relations between Thailand and Myanmar.



The researcher has collected information and facts from
documentary researchs, textbooks, studies and personal interviews
of 17 appropriated persons who are policy and decision makers
such as politicians, high level government officers at the
National Security Council, private and civil officers, the
officers-under the Ministry of Interior, police officers at the
Drug Suppression Office and military officers. The result of this
independent study can make the following conclusion.

The problem of the minority groups in Shan State have
been effected the relations between Thailand and Myanmar since
many years ago.

— Althoush it is actually Myanmar’s internal affairs but.
it has done a great impact on Thailand’s politics, social and
economy.

- The govermnment of Myanmar believes that Thailand has
supported their minority groups due to the problems, created by
Thai merchants and businessmen who make profit of their
investment in Mvanmar and do not follow the agreement between the
two governemtns by exploiting theirnatural resourCes and people.

— Meanwhile the Thai government can not control over the
operations of Thai businessmen in Myanmar.

- And lastly the problems along the border between Thailand
and Myanmar is not well indentified and understanding clearly.

Concerning the plan of action of Thai  government,
éspecially their policy of participatory principle which

encourages people to take part of the development of the country



and tﬁe policy that Thai government will not interfere the
internal affairs of Myanmar, most of the persons who have been
interviewed, agreed that the policy which has been done on the
governmental level is right but the author is not sure that it is
possible to apply the policy to the administrative officers due
to the difference of the politics of the two countries. Although
the government of Myanmar has opened their country but they still
do not trust the foreigners, therefor Thai government has to make
clear and confirm their policy for all level off icers.

Regavding the roll of governmental sections, organizations
and persons who are involved with t.he problems. The respondents
agreed that :

- The Thai political section has to study the problens
cleary in order to confirm the policy and role for other
government of ficers.

- Businessmen should operate the trade on the principle
that everybody has to share the same interest and to establish
one certain department which is in charge of the bhorder, problemsl
of minority groups and diplomatic relations with Myanmar. Most of
the respondents agreed that it should be the task of ministry of
Interior to set up this department.

- Regarding the negotiation on governmental level should
be under the Minister of - Foreign Affairs. The respondents
believe that General Than Shwe has a leade role in the government

of Myanmar.



- The respondents are not sure if there is any
improvement, for the relationship between‘hﬁﬂmmland Myaﬁmar. For
the reason that the United States of America supports the drug
suppression in Myanmar and the government of Myanmar does not
work hard enough to suppress the drugs and narcotics so seriously
but hopes to get increased financial supports from The United
States of America.

- To solve the problem of the conflicts between Thailand
and Myanmar will rely on the achievment of Myanmar’s intention to
solve its internal problems, Thailand should be passive to the
internal conflicts in Myvanmar when problems occur. Most of the
respondents believe that if Myanmar becomes member in ASEAN, it
will improve the relations with Thailand because the leaders from
the two countries will have opportunites to meet and discuss each
other and to solve problems together, strictly under the rules
and regulations of ASEAN.

This study will lead to a suggestion how to solve the
problems between Thailand and Myanmar as follows :

- Regarding Thai political activities, Thai govermment
should decide and confirm the policy while the regional officers
should study the practise of the policy, to understand clearly
and follow the instruction properly.

- Concerning the trade with Myanmar, Thai government
should control their businessmen by follow strictly the agreement
ifmween the two contries and +the businessmen should not make any

harm and exploit Myanmar’s natural resourses and people.



