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ABSTRACT

This research is undertaken to study the impact of mass
media reports on police investigation and to know benefit from such
reports in relation to the case. It will also be used as a measure to
. control and cooperate with the mass media in ihvestigators' performance.

The study was.conducted through a qualitative approach,
utilizing documents and research data and from two central newspapers,
namely, the Thai Rath and Daily News and two local Newspapers, namely,

the Thai News and Phaknua Daily Newspaper. Some of related data were



drawn from interview held directly with persons concerned with the
case, such as the responsible police, supervisor, investigators, and
the kidnapped with her parents and relatives, including mass media and
witness.,

According to the study, it is found that the wmass media
played very important role to such case, by which a criminal could be
contacted through oneway communication even though he was not known to
the police yet. The presentation of mass media was conducive to the
case, that is, the offender returned the kidnapped to the guardian
with no harm. It can also be cited as a good lesson for parents or
guardians to take care of their children. As regards disadvantages,
it is quite possible that the kidnapped might meet with death. In
addition; the criminal might know all movement of the police. The
presentation of false news elaborated to attract the pubic with
emphasis on business competition is another problem. The mass media -
found it necessary to release the news first in order to prevent the
"news shortage" with the hope that if the news is not true, it can be
repealed and replaced. In addition, the mass media believe that the
presentation of unreal news to the public is another means to force
the police to release real news.

News reporting during facts-finding period gave some
impact on police investigation. It stimulated the police to collect

information and evidences. If it is too rush, it will give pressure



to investigators. They might be careless in making decision, which
gives disadvantage to the case. The advantage obtainable from the
mass media reports for such case is twofold, that is, (1) the
investigator has more evidenceé and (2) policeman can contact the
criminal through mass media. However, and effort should be made to
establish a good cooperation between mass media and the police,

espcially the investigator.





