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Abatract

The main objective of this study is to learn about the
pattern of voting behaviors of thai Hmong hill tribe in the lasf
election of member of House of Representatives which tock place
on 13 September 1992. The study aims at learning 2 main features

which are:

1. To study the influence of village leaders,
especially village headman, on the voter’s decision making and

vote casting processes,

2, To study the levels of political participation and

political culture of Thai Homg hilltribe,

Field reseadrch with the use of open-end questionaires
is the data collecting tool. The questionaires respondents are

selected from 2 Thai Homng villages in Hot district, Chiang Mai



province. Theoretical framework is based on theories of

leadership, political participation and political culture.

The study has the following conclusions :

1. Village headman of a Thai Hmong village in Hot
district is thed most respected and trusted leader and this
status generates a dominating influence on voting and candidate
selection patterns of Thai Hmong villagers. This finding proves
that the study’s hypothesis is "true".

2. According to the theoritical frameworks of Samuel
Huntington and Joan Nelson, the levels of political participation
and political culture in Thai Hmong villages are low at only the
levels of casting in a general election.

3. According to Almond and verba’s theoretical
frameworks, Thai Hmong villagers have a political culture in the
type of “"patron-client relationship" which means that Thai Hmong
villagers have medium level of political participation that is
casting their votes in general electioms.

The study’s recommendations are the government should
launch a campaign to disseminate political knowledge on
democratic rule to Thai Hmong villagers, with the emphasis on the
rights, the duties and the people's power. Government officials
should pay freqguent visits to Thai Hmong villages in order to
establish good relationship and atmosphere to each others. These
efforts would build up a high level of political conscicusness
which would lead to a higher level of political participation in

the future.



