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Abstract

This independent study has 4 main objectives which are:
1) to learn about the military collaborations of the two countries on
the basis of national interest obligations. 2) How each party defines
the threats which activate the military cooperation? 3) Which party
benefits most from the exercise? 4) What are the chances in which the

American Armed Forces can come to "save" Thailand?

The study’s research methodology is field interviews. The
sample size is 200. The respondents are divided into 2 groups. The first
group which mmbers 150 respondents are Thai officer students from the
General Command and Staff College class of T71.These officer students are
selected bacause they come from various parts of the country, thus they
should have vast perspectives. The second group which numbers 50
respondents are army officers who have graduasted from the same College

and currently serving in the Royal Thai Army whose knowledge and

experience should be adequate to answer the questiomnaires. The purpose



emphasizes herein representing Thai officers and not for another occupa-
tions, so those demonstrated attitudes are the Thal military perception
only.

The study finds that the military cooperation of both countries
is at the "satisfactory" level, 79.33 % of respondents +think that the
American military pays some attention to armed threat towards Thailand
and would come to help in such case, 30.67 % think that Thailand has to
draft her own defense measures because the United States pays littie
attention on the matter and it depends whether the threat which Thailand
confronts is in accordance with the American national interests or not.
As for the result of the Cobra Gold exercise, 89.33 % of respondents
think that both parties receive equal benefits. The U.S. acquires the
knowledge about the areas of operation including getting acquainted with
the local climate and testing its fighting readiness. The Thai side
learns about new military technologies and experience which can be used
to update the training of The Royal Thai Armed Forces,only 40.67 % think
that the U.S. would come to help Thailand in time of crisis.

The Cobra Gold exercise is the manifestation of good collabora-
tion of the armed forces of both countries. The Royal Thai Armed Forces
can learn and adapt to modern military technologies from this kind of

exercise.



