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Abstract

The pbjective of this independent study is to investigate
about the genésis of the present Constitution in crder to know who 1s
the master mind in its writing, for whose benefits and in what manner
of‘benefits. This investigation is oriented to study the controversy
which blames that the Constitution is undemocratic and also to find
oﬁt_about tﬁe would be outcomes if the Constitution is accepted as being
a democratic one.

Documentary research is the used‘methodology of this independent
study. The main focus is to learn about the development of democratic
rule in Thailand since the revolution of 1932 in order to find out about
previous obstacles of Thai democracy, the numbers of Thai Constitutions,
comparison of past and present Constitutions, etc.

The study finds that the present Constitution of 1991 has some

undemocratic articles which can be summarized as follows :




v

l. on the issue of decreeing the President of the Upper House
is automatically the Pr%sident of the Parliament. Thé article is
undemoératic because the Upper House including its President are appointed
to their offices where as the House of Representatives and its President
who are elected by eligible voters would have less power.

2. on tﬁé issue of the size of the Upper House which has as
many as 270 members all of whom are appointed by the leader of National
Peace Keeping Council ( NPKC ). Moreover, the Upper House also shares
the powers of casting no confidence‘vote and laws approval vote with the
House of Representatives. This article is deemed as pillars to support
dictatorial regime.

3. on the issue that there is no article which forbids the
nomination of a person who is not a member of the House of Representatives
to the premiership. This facilitates the romination of a member of
dictatorial regime to the premiership.

4. on the issue that during the second session of Parliament,
members of House of Representatives are forbidden to put up inquiry
motions or open a no confidence session. This is undemocratic because
the House of Representatives becomes powerless in controlling Government's
performances,

It is evident that there are many undemocratic features in the
present Constitution. In order to avoid the backward, undeveloped
characteristics of Thai democracy, popular political consciousness must

be arocused to keep Thai political developmeﬁts on the democratic track.




