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ABSTRACT

Maternal participation in caring for hospitalized children with acute illness is an
important concept that beneficial for children, parents and also nurses. The purpose of this
correlational descriptive research was to examine maternal participation in caring for hospitalized
children with acute illness, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and related factors. Schepp’s
concept of parents participation (1995) was used as a framework of the study. The study sample,
selected by purposive sampling, included 85 mothers of children with acute illness aged from
one month to 5 years, and 30 nurses in Campssak hospital and Savanakhet hospital during July to
September 2011. The study instruments composed of Parents Participation Scales of Schepp
(1995), which was translated in to Thai by Chaichana et al (2003); Scale of Severity of the
Child’s Tllness as Perceived by Parent, which was developed by Kaphan et al (2010); Maternal
Knowledge on Child’s Illness Questionnaire, which was developed by the researcher; and Nurse’s
Opinion in Maternal Participation Questionnaire, which was modified from Parents Participation
Scales of Chaichana et al (2003). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s

correlation coefficient, and Spearman rank correlation.



The study results revealed that:

1. All mothers participated in caring for children with acute illness. Sixty one point
two percent reported participating in their children the overall of care at a high level. When
considering each aspect of care, most of the mothers (96.5%) reported participating in routine
care at a high level, fifty eight point eight percent reported participating in technical care and
sixty eight point two percent reported participating in information sharing at a high level. Fifty
point six percent of mother reported participating in decision - making at low level while four
point seven percent do not participate in decision - making.

2. Maternal participation in caring for children with acute illness had a statistically
significant positive relationship with severity of the child’s illness as perceived by the mother and
maternal knowledge about the child’s illness (r = .419, p < .01 and r = .225, p < .05, respectively).
Maternal participation in caring for children with acute illness has no relationship with nurse’s
opinion in maternal participation in caring for children.

This study results provided information for understanding maternal participation in
caring for children with acute illness and related factors, and this information can be used as a
guide to promote maternal participation in caring for children with acute illness in Lao People’s

Democratic Republic.



