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ABSTRACT

Nurses who work in operating department have a high risk of acquiring and
transmitting infection. The practice of standard precautions can prevent infections. The purpose of
this quasi-experimental research was to examine the effect of standard precautions practice
promotion on practices of professional nurses in operating department, Bamrasnaradura Infectious
Diseases Institute by comparing percentage of correct practices before and after promotion. The
standard precautions practice promotion consisted of training, providing handbook, performance
feedback, posting poster reminder and providing personal protective equipment. The study sample
was 12 professional nurses. The research instruments included training plan, demographic data form,
and practice observation form. The study was conducted during May to September, 2009. Data were
collected by observation and analyzed using descriptive statistics and chi-square test.

The results of this study revealed that after the promotion, the proportion of correct
practices of the sample improved significantly from 74.9% to 95.7% (p<.01). Correct practices on
each main activity consisting of hand hygiene, usage of personal protective equipment, management of
soiled clothes and worker safety increased significantly from 45.0%, 82.9%, 83.0% and 87.0% to 89.1%,

99.3%, 98.6% and 96.2%, respectively (p<.01).
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The results of this study indicated that practice promotion helped improve correct practices

on standard precautions among professional nurses in operating department.



