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ABSTRACT 

 

Promotion of rapid transition among the preterm infants  with orogastric tube feeding  to 

breastfeeding is essential. Pacifier sucking is one of the method to accelerate the sucking 

readiness.  The purpose of this experimental study was to determine the effect of pacifier sucking 

during orogastric tube feeding on 

through purposive sampling method, included 28 preterm infants with postconceptional age of 

between 30-32 weeks who were hospitalized at the nursery unit of Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai 

hospital during October 2008 to March 2009. The sample were matched-paired by 

postconceptional age, weight and ventilator duration. Then, subjects of each pair were randomly 

assigned into the experimental and control groups. The experimental group received pacifier 

sucking during orogastric tube feeding and control group received routine care. The research 

instrument was the Preterm Infant Breastfeeding Behavior Scale (PIBBS) constructed by Nyqvist 

& Ewald (1999). The interrater reliability of the PIBBS was tested between a researcher and an 

was 1. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, 

ndependent t-test and Mann Whitney-U test. 



 

The study findings revealed that the mean score of preterm infant breastfeeding  

behavior between experimental group and control group on date 0, 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15 were not 

significantly different (p < 0.05). 

The findings of this study failed to support the hypothesis that providing pacifier to the 

preterm infant with orogastric tube feeding could promote their breastfeeding behaviors. Thus, 

further study is needed with the design of increasing the frequency of pacifier sucking per day to 

strengthen the difference of  intervention  between  the experimental group and the control group. 


