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ABSTRACT

Surgical site infection in community hospital has an impact on patients, personnel and
the hospital. Promotion of evidence-based practices for surgical site infection prevention is an
important measure to reduce incidence of infection and it’s impacts. The purposes of this quasi-
experimental research were to examine effects of evidence-based practices for surgical site
infection prevention on knowledge and practices among nursing personnel in a community
hospital. The population consisted of 23 nursing personnel working in Phoppra hospital. Data
were collected from October, 2007 to February, 2008. The research instruments used for data
collection included demographic data recording form, the knowledge test of surgical site infection
prevention and observational recording form for surgical site infection prevention. The
instruments for the intervention consisted of a lesson plan for surgical site infection prevention
teaching, handbook of surgical site infection prevention, poster reminders and performance
feedback form. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Chi-square test and Wilcoxon
match—paired signed—-rank test.

Results revealed that after implementing the promotion of evidence-based practices for

surgical site infection prevention, the knowledge mean rank scores increased significantly from 7



to 12.48 out of 15 (p < .001) and practices on surgical site infection prevention significantly
improved from 64.48 to 97.13 (p <.01).

This study indicates that multiple approaches could sustain a high level of knowledge
and practices for surgical site infection prevention among nursing personnel in a community

hospital.



