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ABSTRACT

| Autistic children have a developmental disorder which results in inability to care for
themselves and require a complexity of caring. Therefore, mothers need to develop
dependent-care agency in order to care effectively for their autistic children. However,
dependent-care agency among mothers of autistic children depend on basic conditioning
factors.

The purpose of this study was to describe selected factors, social support, and
dependent-care agency, as well as to examine the relationship between these factors. The
purposive sampling was used to recruit 72 mothers of autistic children who had received
service at Rajanagarindra Institute of Child Development, Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai
Hospital, and Kawila Anukul Chiang Mai School during August, 2004 to September, 2004,
The research instrument was a questionnaire which consisted of four parts: 1) Demographic
data, 2) Autism Treatment Evaluation Checklist [ATEC] by Rimland and Edelson (2000),
which was adopted the technique of back translation, 3) Personal Resource Questionnaire
{PRQY]) (part 2) by Brandt & Weinert (1981), which was translated into thai and modified by
Jirapa Hongtrakul (1989), and 4) Dependent-Care Agency questionnaire developed by
Itchaya Khueanman and Patraporn Tungpunkom (2002). Data were analyzed by descriptive

n



statistics. The results of the study revealed that:

1. Subjects mean time of care was 5.88 years (S.D. = 3.68), mean time of illness
was 5.88 years (S.D. = _3.79) and evaluation of severity of the disease among participants
showed that the numbers each group were almost the same at (mild 33.33%, moderate
34.72%, and severe 33.33%);

2. Total scores of social support among mothers of autistic children were at high
level X = 131.77,8.D. = 20.41);

3. Total scores of Dependent-Care Agency among mothers of lautistic children were
at high level (X = 98.37, S.D. = 11.13):

4. There was a significant negative correlation between the severity of disease and
Dependent-Care Agency at mild level (r =-.26, p<.05); and

5. There was a sigrﬁﬁcanf positive correlation between total scores of social support
and Dependent-care Agency at moderate level (r = .58, p < .01). A significant positive
correlation between all parts of social support and Dependent-Care Agency at the .01 level
were: intimacy (r = .52), reassurance of worth (r = .56), social integration (r = .58),
opportunity for nurturance (r =.39), and assistance (r = .45).

The findings of this study showed that if mothers of autistic children receive
increased social support , Dependent-Care Agency tends to be increased. But if the severity
of the disease increases, Dependent-Care Agency tends to be decreased. Therefore, nurses
should be aware of the importance of social support available for mothers of autistic
children, especially those who care for children who have very severe disease. Nurses
should aiso give information about the disease and caring methods in order to enhance
Dependent-Care Agency among mothers of autistic children so they may care for them

effectively.



