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ABSTRACT

Nursing tasks consist of several activities including direct patient care, indirect patient
care, and interdisciplinary cooperative activities. Therefore, nurses spend their time in performing
tasks differently in each shift or each day. The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine
time spent on tasks performance: direct care, indirect care, unit related, personal time among
nursing personnel during each daily shift, and direct nursing activities of each patient level in
pediatric intensive care unit during each daily shift. Population included all nursing personnel
and pediatric intensive care unit patients at Phraec Hospital during July 5, 2003 to August 5, 2003.
Research instruments were record form of time spent on nursing tasks and time of direct care that
patient received. Content validity index was .89 and interrater reliability was 1.0. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics. Results of the study revealed:

1. Average time spent on direct nursing activities was 670.20 minutes during 24
hours, 249.68 minutes during day shift, 228.52 minutes during evening shift, and 192.00 minutes

during night shift;



2. Average time spent on indirect nursing activities was 428.00 minutes during 24
hours, 130.02 minutes during day shift, 153.46 minutes during evening shift, and 144.50 minutes
during night shift;

3. Average time spent on unit related activities was 217.77 minutes during 24 hours,
80.22 minutes during day shift, 60.23 minutes during evening shift, and 77.32 minutes during
night shift,

4. Average time spent on personal time was 186.47 minutes during 24 hours, 64.03
minutes during day shift, 54.07 minutes during evening shift, and 68.37 minutes during night
shift, and

5. Average time spent on direct nursing activities was 342.64 minutes for crisis
patient and 277.38 minutes for level I patient.

The result of this study will be used as basic data for improving nursing system

assignment and personnel allocation to enhance quality and standard patient care.



