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Abstract

Sexual values of female adolescents have rapidly changed in recent years. These
values affect sexual risk behaviors of female adolescents in different ways. The purpose of this
descriptive comparative study is to determine sexual values, sexual risk behaviors, and compare
sexual values with different sexual risk behaviors among female adolescents. Using multi-stage
random sampling, 407 students were selected from two high schools (grade 9-12) and three
vacational schools (1%-3" year) in Phrae Province. Data was collected during September to
October, 2003 and analyzed using descriptive statistic and Chi-square test. A self-administered
questionnaire was constructed from a review literature by Siriwan Thanyaphon and Susanha
Yimyam. The results of the study indicate:

1. More than half of the female adolescents held the conservative value of self-
preserverance. However, they held liberal values of open discussion about sex and sexual
expression. Thirty percent agreed with having a boyfriend and sex before marriage and/or living
together before marriage.

2. Rate of sexual risk behaviors was 10.6%. All were sexually active before 18
year olds. 83.7% of female adolescents did not usually use condom when having sexual

intercourse, and 13.9 % had more than 1 sex partner, and



3. Sexual risk behaviors and sexual values were significantly different. (Value of
Self-preserverance, p < .001, having a boyfriend, p < .001, sex before marriage and/or living
together before marriage, p <.001, sexual expression, p < .01, and open discussion about sex,
p<.01)

The result of this study reveled that sexual values influenced sexual risk behaviors
among female adolescents. Consequently, helping adolescents form appropriate sexual values is

necessary in order to protect themselves from sexual risk behavior.
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