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ABSTRACT

Language is the ability to communicate thought and is considerably important for
living and learning. Language development is a part of cognitive development process. The
research objectives were to study the language development of children in the first three years of
life and child development promotion of language among caregivers. Samples consisted of three
groups; 75 children in the first three years of life who were in 8 daycare centers in Chiang Mai
municipality, from August to October 2003, 75 home caregivers and 28 daycare caregivers.
Subjects were purposively selected. Instruments were an interview guideline on language
development promotion among caregivers developed by the researcher and the Language -
Development Inventory : DSI by the Development Promotion Committee Rachanukul hdspital,
Mental Health Division, Ministry of Public Health. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.
Findings are shown as following;

1. Most of children in the first three years of life had normal language development.
However the percentage of children with normal language development decreased as age
increased. The percentage of children with normzal language receptive development was higher

than children with normal language expressive <levelopment. The percentage of children from
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birth — 6 months, 6-12 months, 12-18 months, 18-24 monthé and 24-36 months with normal
language receptive development were 100.0, 86.7, 53.3, 53.3 and 46.7 respectively.

2. Most of home caregivers had high scores in language development promotion for
children from birth — 6 months, 6-12 months and 12-18 months (100.0, 66.7 and 60.0 percents
respectively). The percentage of home caregivers had scores in language receptive ‘deve10pment
promotion higher than expressive development promotion. Infrequent activities included role
play, placing the child’ s hand on their own mouth to let the child imitate the sound “wa wa™.

3. Most of caregivers at daycare centers had low and moderate scores in language
development promotion. Most of them had moderate scores in language receptive development
promotion for children from birth — 6 months, 12-18 months and 18-24 months (73.3, 73.3 and
53.3 percents respectively ) and language expressive development promotion for children from
birth — 6 months, 6-12 months, 18-24 months and 24-36 months (66.7, 66.7, 53.3 and 66.7
percents respectively). Infrequent activities included role play, placing the child’ s hand on their
own mouth to let the child imitate the sound “wa wa” and teaching the child to a few words
during everyday activities.

This study recommends that nurses should screen language development of children in
the first three years of life. There should be a guideline on capacity building for caregivers in

daycare centers for language development promotion.



