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ABSTRACT

Cancer in childhood and its treatment has physical, psychological and emotional
impacts on parents, especially when they have to care for their child at home. The purpose of this
study was to ascertain the needs of parents caring for children with cancer at home. The studied
sample was 80 parents of children with cancer (aged under 15 years) admitted to Maharaj Nakorn
Chiang Mai Hospital from March to May 2004, The sample was chosen by purposive sampling.
Data was collected using two instruments; the Demographic Data Form of parents and children,
and the Needs Scale of parents of children with cancer. The instruments were validated for
content validity by experts. The reliability of Needs Scale of parents of children with cancer using
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was .97, The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics. The
findings of this study were as follow:

The majority of parents of children with cancer (80%) have overall needs at the high
level. For each dimension of the needs, parents reported a high level, including information needs
(80%), psychological needs (76.2%), supportive needs (71.2%), social needs {66.2%), spiritual
needs (61.2%), and parental role (52.5%). Parents reported their physical needs to be at

& moderate level (57.5%).



The results of the study suggest that nurses should aware of the importance of
assessing the needs of parents of child cancer patients when they are being looking after at home.
Appropriate nursing care responding to parents needs can then be developed. Further studies on
the comparison between parents’ needs and nurses’ perception of parents’ needs are suggested.
In addition, studies on relationships between factors influencing the needs of parents of cancer

children should be carried out.



