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Abstract

Mother participation in caring for hospitalized children could be benefit directly to
not only the mother, but also the children. Especially mothers could maintain their mother role
and decrease their stress, while children feel warmth, decrease of fear and stress, and cooperate to
treatment. This descriptive research aimed to describe practices of mothers in caring for
hospitalized children with acute illnesses, and to compare the practices of mothers in caring for
children in different age groups, severity of illness, and received treatment. The sample were 150
mothers whose children were admitted for at least three days to the pediatric unit 3, Maharaj
Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital during June, 2002 to August, 2002. Research instruments
consisted of a Demographic Recording Form and The Practices of Mothers in Caring for
Children Questionaire. Data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, and grouping the

responses.



The major results of this study were as follows: the practices of samples in caring for
their children indicated that more than 50 percent of experience samples practiced all the time or
every day, of 33 out of 41 practice items (80.49%). The most frequent activitics was physical
caring, followed by psychological caring, and then mursing care practice. With regard to the
difference in terms of children age group, mother perception of severity of illness, and treatment,
the maternal practices of caring for hospitalized children were different in some activities.

Problems and obstacles in practices of samples in caring for their children were lack
of knowledge, no confidence in caring, no experience, inability to handle children’s behavior,
feeling uneasy to ask for help from nurses, feeling tried, lack of privacy and instruments, and
unfamiliar with the place. The samples need to be educated, mental support and instruments for
caring for children,

The findings of this study suggests that the implication of mother participation in.
caring for children should be appropriate to the age of the child, severity of illness, and treatment.
Nurses should provide education, their concern, and help mothers of pediatric patients to care for
the children. In addition, the pediatric ward should prepare sufficient instruments in order to

promote the practices of mothers in caring for children.



