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Abstract

Based on literature review, it was found that attitudes toward death correlated with
depression. The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between attitudes toward
death and depressioh among caregivers of HIV - infected orphans. The sample consisted of 55
caregivers of HIV - infected orphans in four Welfare Institutions in Chiang Mai Province who
were recruited purposively. Data were collected during September to October 2002. The research
instrument was a questionnaire which consists of three main parts; personal data, developed by
the researcher, Attitudes Toward Death, developed by Pikul Nantachaipan et al. (2001), and Beck
Depression Inventory, developed by Beck (1967), and was translated into Thai and tried out by
Mukda Sriyong (1979). The reliability of the Attitudes Toward Death Questionnaires was 0.82
and the reliability of the Beck Questionnaires was 0.86. Data were analyzed by descriptive
statistics and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient,

The results revealed as follows:

1. Just above half (52.7%) of caregivers had higher scores on attitudes toward death
than that of the median whereas, 47.3 percent of caregivers had lower scores than the median

score.



2. Nearly two - third (65.4%) of caregivers reported normal level of depression while
20.0 percent of caregivers reported mild level of depression, and equal proportion (7.3%) of
caregivers reported either mild - moderate level of depression or moderate-severe level of
depression.

3. There was no relationship between attitudes toward death and depression among
caregivers of HIV - infected orphans,

The findings of this study show that some caregivers of HIV - infected orphans still
had severe of depression, which need to be cared for continually, even though, it was a small
proportion. Therefore, the administrators of welfare institutions should provide mental health

support to enhance the mental health of this group.



