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The children with HIV infected have impaired immunity therefore they

get

opportunistic infection easily. The caregivers should enrich with appropriate knowledge and

practices regarding prevention of opportunistic infections. The purpose of this quasi-experimental

research was .to investigate the effects of modeling on knowledge and practices of caregivers

regarding prevention of opportunistic infection in HIV infected children. The sample was 15

caregivers caring for children in Pediatric ward 3 at Maharaj Nakorn Chiangmai Hospital, from

November, 2000 to March, 2001. The caregivers were chosen by selective criteria. The research

instruments were a videotaped symbolic model about prevention of opportunistic infection in

HIV mfected children, a demographic recording form, a knowledge scale about prevention of

opportunistic infection in HIV infected children and an observational recording form. Content

validity was examined by experts. The reliability of the knowledge scale was 0.77 and the

interrater reliability of the observational recording form was 1.0.
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Data were collected by testing the kmowledge of caregivers in three phases;
pre-experiment phase, one day post-experiment phase and one week follow-up phase. The
researcher observed their practices during one week before and after watching the videotaped
symbolic model. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, repeated measures ANOVA
and paired t-test.

The major results revealed that

I. There was a significant difference of mean scores during the pre-experiment, the

one day post-experiment and the one week follow-up phase. The mean scores of
knowledge among caregivers during the post-experiment and the follow up phase
were higher than the pre-experimental phase at levels of .05 and .00l
respectively. There was no significant difference of mean scores during the post-
experiment and the follow-up phase

2. The mean scores of practice among caregivers within one week afier watching

the videotaped symbolic model was higher than those within one week before
watching the videotaped symbolic model, at a level of .001 .

This study shows that a videotaped symbolic model can be an effective tool
to increase and appropriately change the practices of caregivers regarding prevention of
opportunistic infection in HIV infected children, The videotaped symbolic model should be used
as a tool for improving knowledge and practice among caregivers of HIV infected children and

for further research.



