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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate and compare needs and
-needs received in spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients. The samples were 40
spouées of preoperative simple mastectomy or modified radical mastectomy patients
admitted at Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital. Data was collected during July 1997
to July 1998. The research instruments used for data collection was composed of the
patient's demographic data form, the spouse’s demographic data form, and needs and
needs received ih spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients interview form which
was developed by the researcher based on the concepts of human needs of Maslow,
and the content validity of the instrument was assessed by experts. The reliability was
measured by coefiicient alpha. The reliabilities of needs and needs received in spouses

of preoperative mastectomy patients were 0.91 and 0.97, respectively. Data was

a



analysed in terms of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and the
paired-t test.

The results of this study revealed that:

1. Total needs in spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients of the
sample was at a high level. The self-actualization need was the highest followed by
belongingness and love, safety, physiological, and esteem needs.

2. Total needs received in spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients of
the sample was at.a low level . The physiological need was the highest followed by
belongingness and love, esteem, safety and self-actualization needs.

3. There was a statistically significant difference between total needs
and needs received in spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients at the level
of .001.

4. There was a statistically significant difference between needs and needs
received in spouses of preoperative mastectomy patients in physiological, safety,

belongingness and love, esteem and self-actualization needs at the level of .001.



