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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate preventive
behavior among prostitutes in  Amphur Muang,ChangWat Chiang Mai.
Thirty prostitutes were selected accidentally from three borthels.
which were purposely chosen for this study.Seven of them were also
, chosen for case study in order to understand their life history,
the ways in which they become prostitutes, and their attitude,
perception and pfactice in prevent.ive behavior against AIDS.-

The study émployed two modes of data collection: qualitative
and quantitative methods. For qualitative method,semi-participant
observation was used ﬁnd intefviewing and observation guides were
devlioped in order rto obtain detailed information on preventive
behavior against AIDS. For quantitative method, knowledge,
perception, AIDS preventive behavior interviewing forms, attitude
record form and piéture book for interviewing were also used. The
content validity index of knowledge, perception, AIDS preventive
behavior interviewing forms and attitude record form were 0.89,




0.80, 0.86 and 0.85. The results from the quantitative study were
analyzed by descriptive statistics in order to obtain percentage,
means, and standard deviation. Pearson pfoduct—moment correlation
coefficient and the Point-biserial correlation coefficient were
also applied in the analysis of.the data.

The results of the study were as follows:

The prostituﬁes’ AIDS preventive behavior could be divided -
into thrée . components. First, awareness about AIDS as could be
observed from their concerns, and interests in AIDS and
. discussion about AIDS  among themselves. Second, self—cafe
practice by cleaning their genital organs with water, water and
soap, and dental paste. Third, avoiding risk bahavior by trying
not to have sexual intercourse with customers who did not use
condoms. _

Among the prostitutes under quantitative study, 23.33 %
reported that they avoided having sexual intercourse with
customers who did not use condoms. 43.33 % of them said that
they had regular health check;up inctuding gonorrhea test. 73.33 %.

'claimed that they avoided sexual intercourse when they had
ggnorrheal wourd. 86.67 ¥ motivated customers to use condoms.
| 93.33 % claimed that they had blood tests for antibodies against
AIDS.96.87 % avoided sexuél intercourse when they had menstruation
and all of them avoided.sexual intercourse through anus. _

Most | prostitutes had moderate to good level of knowledge
about AIDS. They had perception about AIDS and prevention against
AIDS. Their attitude towards AIDS and AIDS prevention were in
moderate to good level.

There was low to moderate correlation between knowledge,

perception, attitude and AIDS vpreventive behaviors. However,




"there was no correlation.between,knowledge, perception , attitude
and preventive behavior in the item of avoiding sexual intercourse
through anus. _ l_ |
The study. also showed that socio-ecconomic factors lead £o,'
and sustaiﬁ, fisk behavior among these prostitutes. Prostitutes
could not avoid sexual intercourse with customers who did not use
condoms because they were in debt with brothel owners and their

preference of certain customers.



