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ABSTRACT

The study “Representation of Chinese Nationalism in the film The Founding
of a Republic,” aims to analyze and interpret how the film The Founding of a Republic
(2009) defines the emergence of modern Chinese nationalism and national identity
during 1945-1949, as well as the conflict between Mao’s concept of anti-imperialist
socialist ideology and Chiang’s pro-imperialist capitalist ideology. Also, the study
investigated how this contemporary definition of Chinese nationalism was used as a
state propaganda. The film The Founding of a Republic (2009) was analyzed through
the lens of Benedict Anderson's theory of nationalism and imagined communities.
Relevant scenes and scripts were presented as evidence to support the proposed

arguments in the analysis.



From the analysis according to Anderson’s concept of Imagined Communities,
the concepts were presented in both Mao’s and Chiang’s ideology. The film presented
the two political ideologies. Mao’s imagined communities focused on socialist ideology
and identity, but Chiang’s imagined communities focused on capitalist ideology.
Chiang’s troops and Mao’s troops fought in order to implement their ideology into
Chinese society.

It can be concluded that the emergence of modern Chinese nationalism and
national identity during 1945-1949 in the film results in a virtuous China as today.
However, the purpose of the film-maker, CCP, was to show Mao’s socialist ideology
as his moral standard. Mao’s side won in the fight and Mao was accepted as the leader
of the Chinese people. As a result, Mao’s socialist ideology should be praised and
reproduced in every era of the government. Chinese people in Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan are the same Chinese as the Chinese people in the mainland. As a result, the
film The Founding of a Republic is presented as a propaganda movie in order to raise

patriotic feelings among Chinese people.
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