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ABSTRACT

The thesis aims to study form, style, and the writers’ thoughts and viewpoints in the
four versions of ancient Lanna law, namely, the Notton version of Mangrai law, Dhammasastra
Rathkuena version of Wat Hua Khuang, Dhamma Mullakandh Trai of Wat Pha Bong version and
the Ending Part of Avahara of Wat Nantaram version.

The study found that the ancient Lanna law can be categorized into four kinds;
Mangrai, Dhammasastra, Dhamma, and Avahara. In terms of form, it can be divided into 3 parts,
that is, introduction, content, and conclusion. It is found that there are 2 forms of introduction,
firstly, the mention of King Mangrai and his greatness in Mangrai law, and secondly, the worship
and praise of the Tri Gems in Dhamma law. In terms of content, there are 3 characteristics, 1)
only law provisions and verdict, 2) law provisions and the usage of tales for verdict, and 3) the
only usage of tales for verdict. For conclusion, there are 8 types, namely, 1) ending remarks, 2)
citing date and time copied, 3) copying objectives, 4) indicating copying site, 5) indicating names
of copier, 6) copiers’ apology, 7) indicating sources of the copied manuscript, and 8) indicating
lineage of accession to throne.

In terms of style, for the first aspect, it is found that there are 14 styles in the usage of
word as follows: 1) in introduction, 2) in conclusion, 3) in the beginning of content, 4) in ending
the content, 5) judge calling terms, 6) law terms, 7) pronouns, 8) verdict terms, 9) conversation
markers, 10) verdict markers, 11) reasoning terms, 12) complex words, 13) playing on words, and

14) words reflecting thoughts and beliefs. For the second aspect, in terms of sentence formation, it



is found that sentence forms are short and concise. For the third aspect, the usage of figurative
language is found in Dhammasastra law and Dhamma law, but not in Mangrai law. The fourth
aspect is the usage of 5 descriptive language types: 1) in the content of law, 2) in judging the case,
3) in investigation, 4) in reasoning, and 5) in giving details of characters.

As for the writers’ thoughts and viewpoints, it is found that there 2 types, firstly, the
usage of law for verdict, and secondly for teaching following Buddhism. It is also found, besides
Buddhism, animism as well. In addition, the ancient Lanna law also reflects the writers’ humor,
simplicity, and usage of poetic language, and obviously indicating the good preservation of Lanna

literary identities.



