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ABSTRACT

The aim of the Philosophical Concept in Lanna Medicine Healing by Tork Sen
Massage entitled to analyze the metaphysical and ethical concepts in Lanna Medicine Healing by
Tok Sen Massage. The methodologies used are documentary research and field research by
which dept-interview and participation observation has been done among the representative of
healers and patients in Mae Tang, Mae Rim, San Sai, Hang Dong and Mueang districts,
Chiang Mai Province.

The result of the study is revealed that there are two philosophical concepts
in Lanna Medecine Healing by Tork Sen Massage, i.e., metaphysical concept and ethical concept.
The metaphysical concept has been divided into four categories, they are, 1. Supernatural power
which means the holy things invoked coming to protect both of the healers and the patients while
performing ritual, to help in process of healing by which the patients will get better. It includes
the astrology as well as intuitive knowledge which is important in communication with
the supernatural power. 2. Animistic belief which reflected on the holy “Phee Khru”. It is belief
that ghost is the cause of illness. It also includes Kwan (spirit) which acting as the medium of
body and mind operating in each important part of the body. If Kwan is not there, the body will
get ill. Khan invoking is need to be performed. 3. Mana and magic were fond in the healing
instruments such as hammer and wedge made of wood streaked lightning or deadwood, horn of
buffalo died of thunderbolt or ivory. It is believed that such instrument has magical power in
healing and spell is also used in the process. 4. Concept of Kamma which influenced on believing

that some illness caused by some of one’s bad previous actions resulting in lingering illness.



Therefore merit must be done as a way to be apologized by the unknown by which one’s illness
will be reduced or resolved.

Ethical concept is found in the ethical codes which prescribed for both of the healers
as well as the patients. Particularly the healer must follow the rules as prescribed strictly.
If he violates such rules, he will be termed as immoral one and a disqualified healer,
which makes him unable to heal others or he himself will get ill by unknown causes and
his qualification will deteriorate. But for the patients, the ethical codes are termed as suggestion.

To follow it, is on one own discrimination.



