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Abstract

In the study of social movements of the indigenous population in Attapue Province, Lan
Xang Kingdom (Laos), from the late 18" to the late 19" centuries, it is found out that social
movements of the indigenous in the field in the 18" century was the result of impotence among
upperclass people, Thai tribute policy, prince Aya Si's exploitation towards the locals and
intrusion into social status.

In that period, the movements were traced with two phenomena, an attack to a political
centre and the Kha Khad uprising. Those movements performed with aims to retrieve social status
of the folks as well as to strike prince Aya Si's power and an abusing tribute of Thai government.
The movement caused vanquishment against local headmen as well as the great loss of troops. In
the perspective of prince Aya Si and Thai government, it chiefly was the absence of profit from
the tribute meanwhile Attapue society became weak with the lack of labours as folks escaped
from their residence.

In the 19" century, the social movement in the field gradually developed from the high
rate of tax and the exploitation of prince Aya Si. Thai policies on every aspect of the local to
maintain its benefit were taken into account as Thai government, without concerning about any

effect on the local, pressed the folks for tribute strictly. Moreover, a thread from French



colonization at that moment roused the tense situation to the peak. In this term, social movements
were the Kha Khad uprising and negotiation between peasants and prince Aya Si to uphold
people's livelihood. The folks needed welfare and safeguard from corruption of the prince and
Thai government, the excess amount of tax. The social movements of the indigenous created
disorganised society in the local and broke satisfying relationship between Attapue and
Champasak. Prince Aya Si and Thai government lost economical profit which led to political

stability of Thai government in the southern province of Laos.



