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ABSTRACT 

 

The aims of the study on Human Development from Amartya Sen’s Perspective are 1) 

to examine life meanings and purposes from Amartya Sen’s perspective and 2) to explore human 

development paths from these viewpoints. The data for the researches are collected from books, 

electronic media, articles and journals to analyze the subject. 

Studies revealed that, from Amartya Sen’s perspective, human was filled with 

potentials or liberty in making own his/ her decisions on what is worth living for. Human must be 

able to choose what they do or do not desire. They are supposed not to be threatened or forced by 

what others are heaping on them, be it good or not, because humans’ real liberty must come from 

their own individual choices. Moreover, it was pointed out that humans should not be regarded as 

an object or merchandise or human capital that are focused only on personal interests, but they are 

the purposeful aim of developing. In other words, humans are not merely a piece of development 

tools or trades. Thus, the aims of human development are well-being and prosperity; that is the 

human capacity to opt for the best. Amartya Sen stated purchasing power to acquire products or 

access services is a device to elevate one’s life quality, but that is the only an instrument leading 

to the final aim of development.  



 

 

Human development paths from Amartya Sen’s viewpoint, therefore, are to expand 

further the 5 liberal paths which are social participation, political rights, economic rights, security 

guarantee and transparent political association. He firmly believes that human’s quality of life 

should be evaluated by these 5 paths rather than income levels or satisfactions, that is if humans 

are capable of having freedom and can express their freedom fully and freely it would mean that 

they have attained a good quality of life. On the other hand, if humans are derogated the rights to 

freedom it would imply that their quality of life is depleting and leading finally to poverty. 

However, Amartya Sen asserted that effective human development should be based 

upon regular and continuous deployments of these 5 paths of liberty, and not mere liberty in itself 

since this could not bring about genuine development. Hence, human development should be 

perused and practiced constantly. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


