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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to analyze the concept of man in
Dostoevsky’s novels using Carita (temperament) in Buddhist Philosophy in 4 main
topics, constitution, meaning, characteristic, and aim.

The study found that constitution of man is consisted of two parts, body
and spirit that is in communion with God. Man is created as an image of God.
Therefore man has the same freedom as God. But the meaning of freedom as
interpreted by man is that man is free to do anything as he wishes. This causes
spiritual suffering in man today. This is because man has an evil nature as a result
from the original sin.

Man seeks for his meaning of life following his own concepts. Humanism,
a fruit of the Enlightenment age, makes man in Dostoevsky’s time to be influenced by
various concepts especially Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s concept saying that ‘reason and
necessity’ of man are the most important things and that man has ‘a decent nature’.
This gives man pride and feels like he himself is a God. Several ‘isms’ sprung up from
this concept and later overwhelm man’s self.

For the characteristic of man, man also expresses according to the concepts
he is holding on to. However man chooses to follow the New Age’s believes; eg. The
Napoleon’s belief which is ‘one can do anything’. That is why man acts above all laws
and refuses to love mankind. The more man clings on to the reason and the idea that
man has a decent nature, the more the spirit of man is divided. At the same time, by
rejecting all reasons and rules, and following his own emotion and passion, like the
Underground Man, man loses his own self.

The expression of man reveals his inside through his characteristics which
is related to the concept of Carita in Buddhist Philosophy. Each Character in
Dostoevsky’s novel expresses various characteristics in Carita which consist of Raga-
carita (lustful temperament), Dosa-carita (hating temperament), Moha-carita
(deluded temperament), Saddha-carita (faithful temperament), Buddhi-carita
(intelligent temperament) and Vitakka-carita (speculative temperament). Their
difference is various or depending on each one’s tendencies.

All men in Dostoevsky’s novels have to face life tragedies. It’s their fates
which will uplift their own spiritual levels. Not many of them are able to pass the
spiritual test, making a choice between good and evil — a cause of punishment and
sufferings in one’s mind. Dostoevsky created a character that is a model of one who



can go through fates. This character is Alyosha Karamazov who has love and faith in
God and through that he loves mankind. He can combine his internal and external
characteristics harmoniously. This is evidence showing that man can lead oneself
through his own fate in this world in order to step into the realm of God. In
Dostoevsky’s novel, a kind of man like Alyosha is the highest aim in being a man.



